
The USS Monitor was an 
ironclad ship built during 
the Civil War. It was unique 
because it was the first 
iron ship commissioned by 
the Union navy. 

The remains of the USS Monitor 
were located in 1973 off the 
coast of North Carolina. The U.S. 
Navy and NOAA1 determined that 
the rapidly disintegrating2 wreck 
couldn’t be raised, so an effort 
was made to recover as much of 
this important artifact as possible.

The Monitor’s turret became 
a main focus for the salvage3 
mission. This was a difficult 
job because it was lying upside 
down, separated from the hull4, 
and wedged under the port 
stern5. After nearly 140 years 
at the bottom of the Atlantic, 
the thick iron walls of the turret 
were loaded with cemented salt 
deposits. Despite working in 
difficult underwater conditions, 
archaeologists recovered many 
artifacts from the turret. 

1. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

2. Eroding, decaying, or breaking down
3. Rescue
4. Main body of a watercraft 
5. Left, rear side of the ship

Diving
Into

Notice this cross-section of 
the turret. Some objects are 
laying in the sand and others 
are partially buried in rock. 
As you build, consider how 
your robotic arm performs in 
these areas.

Object Value Description

Bo
Bones

5
points

Archaeologists may find human remains because people sometimes drown when 
ships sink. This is one of the reasons it is important to treat a shipwreck with respect 
and not just take things from the site. Many shipwrecks are actually underwater 
gravesites! If there are bones, we will want to handle them carefully. We might be 
able to determine who the sailor was and give him a proper burial.

Bu
Buttons

3
points

Buttons are a personal item that can tell us about the clothing that was worn by the 
men sailing on the Monitor. Buttons can even indicate a sailor’s rank or status.

C
Coins

1
point

Coin collecting has been very popular since the American Civil War. As a result, many 
old coins survive today. The coins found on the Monitor will not be as valuable for 
this reason.

S
Silverware

3
points

Officers brought personal items aboard the Monitor, including silverware from home. 
Many of the pieces would have been engraved with their initials. By studying these 
pieces, we can learn more about the officers on the ship.

N
Nut/Bolt

2
points

These are fairly common items that were used to construct the ship.  We already 
know much about USS Monitor’s technology from other recovered artifacts.

L
Leather

4 
points

Leather was used for shoes and belts, and this might tell us about a sailor aboard the 
ship. Leather is also going to be harder to pick up from the site and is also harder to 
conserve than iron because it is very delicate.

W
Wool

4
points

Wool would have been used for the sailors’ clothing and might tell us about a specific 
person aboard the ship.  Wool is also going to be harder to pick up from the site. It 
also takes more time to conserve than iron.

R
Rope

2
points

There was a lot of rope aboard the Monitor. It will be harder to conserve than iron 
and it has limited historical and archaeological value.

Ch
Chain

2
points

USS Monitor’s crew used heavy chain to lift the anchor. Chain is very common and 
all chain links are very similar. It won’t tell us much about the ship that we don’t 
already know.
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Aerial view - replicated section of Monitor’s turret (not to scale)USS Monitor’s Turret

Object
Recovery

Guide

Use the Object Recovery 
Guide to help determine 
the value and meaning of 
each object you recover 
from the turret.
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